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Dan Morro lived through his childhood and 
early teens in East Germany. After the Ger-
man reunification, he became fascinated 
with music and started to play around on 
pianos in school after class, and soon went 
on to buy a bass guitar.  

By the mid-nineties he joined a band of 
long-haired friends who called their group 
“Obscurity” and played Scandinavian-in-
fluenced Metal. That marked the beginning 
of a varied musical journey that has contin-
ued throughout his life. 

He never felt bound to a certain musical 
genre so it was no surprise that his future 
projects would differ in both style and 
delivery.
 
He was part of an international band called 
“Hergen,” a project made possible by Eu-
ropean efforts to bring youth people of dif-
ferent nations together through creativity. 
Their music featured a mix of rock, funk, 
ethno, psychedelic and jazz influences. 
During this time, Dan learned to use his 
voice and took singing classes in modern 
music and jazz for a few years.

In 2002 he founded one of his long-term 
bands, “Ortega,” an Indie electronic rock 
band inspired by the likes of Radiohead, 
The Verve or Can. The group went on to 
find its own unique sound and played 
many concerts in Germany.  Another proj-
ect, “D.O.G.z,” immersed him in  hip-hop, 
soul and R&B together with two African 
rappers and a DJ. Dan was responsible for 
chorus hooks, background vocals and also 
live drums.
 
In 2004 he recorded vocals for an elec-
tronic dance music track with two producer 
friends. After the record was released on 
vinyl and got licensed internationally, their 
project named “Funkwerkstatt” became a 
known act in the thriving house and techno 
scene of Germany. In the years following 
its release they were booked all over Eu-
rope to perform their music live to audi-
ences in clubs and large festivals.
 
In the midst of navigating these varied in-
fluences and efforts, Dan learned to record 
and produce music by himself. He felt it 
was time to start a solo project, which he 
named “i Am Halo.” Through this project, 

he aimed for the freedom to do whatever 
appealed to him, so the resulting music 
sounds like a mix of all his favorite genres. 
There are some electronic sounds, but also 
acoustic guitars and a lot of layered vocals. 
Currently, he has released two solo EPs 
and appeared on the 2015 album of the 
trip-hop, psychedelic, jazz band “Sojus 1,” 
as well as on the debut album of German 
house music duo “The Glitz,” also in 2015. 
In 2016, Dan’s vocals were featured in a 
song on the album “Forms” by internation-
ally known electronic music producer and 
performer “The Micronaut.”
 
Since he started living in the United States 
in 2013 he has experimented with ambient 
music and started developing soundscapes 
for Robert Singleton’s gallery shows. To-
gether they have tried to envision how to 
make it possible to connect art and sound 
in an interactive setting. What you can ex-
perience here today are their collaborative 
efforts to break the boundaries of classic 
art exhibits and add a way to explore and 
encounter deeper dimensions as part of the 
gallery experience. 

Robert Singleton, Old Soul, 2014. Oil on canvas;
60" x 50". Image courtesy of the artist.

From his mountaintop home in Hardy 
County, West Virginia, painter Robert 
Singleton has a splendid panoramic view 
of the surrounding countryside in one 
of the state’s most picturesque regions. 
For nearly 40 years, Singleton, a “West 
Virginian by choice” has sought privacy 
and uninterrupted time to work and be 
introspective, and the space to breathe 
freely and search for life’s answers in this 
remote location.
  
Now approaching his 80th birthday, his 
journey through the years has followed a 
fascinating path that saw him go from an 
esteemed and celebrated position in the art 
world with numerous awards and museum 
shows to a deliberate retreat into solitude 
in which he bid farewell to the fame and 
acceptance he once sought.
 
Although he continued to work as a 
painter, his focus turned more to nurturing 
human relationships, especially as they 
relate to end-of-life experiences. Singleton 
embraced the work and personal friend-
ship of Dr. Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, whose 
influential book On Death and Dying 

helped strengthen the modern hospice 
movement, and he provided compassion-
ate care for a number of family members 
and friends during their last days, espe-
cially those who were victims of the AIDS 
epidemic. “I personally feel the single 
beneficial motivation of life centers upon 
the compassion of the connections we 
share with our fellow humans,” he said.

While Singleton’s attention was occupied 
for many years by the demands of caregiv-
ing, the urge to get back to his artwork 
eventually resurfaced. “In the summer 
of 2012, after more than a 10-year hiatus 
from painting, I rediscovered the pure joy 
of the creative emergence,” and he im-
mersed himself in developing new work. 
He not only returned to his studio but be-
gan an active exhibition schedule, includ-
ing a 30-year retrospective at the Landes 
Art Center in Petersburg, West Virginia, 
in 2015 and a recent gallery showing in 
Lewisburg, West Virginia. 
 
The Huntington Museum of Art is pleased 
to host an innovative showing of Single-
ton’s work in an exhibition that will fea-

ture several large-scale paintings accom-
panied by dynamic lighting in a darkened 
environment, along with original “sound-
scapes” composed by German musician 
Dan Morro.

 Singleton said the exhibition will capi-
talize on his half-century of experience 
as an artist.  “I seek a means of involving 
all human beings, not as viewers, but 
as participants in the ageless impact of 
the creative emergence.” He hopes the 
installation will be “a means of uncovering 
the core of our intuitive understanding 
and cumulative experience ingrained and 
transmitted through generations since the 
dawn of time… [serving to] document my 
search for our shared universal awareness.”

ON THE COVER:
Robert Singleton, Eminence, 2017.
Oil on canvas; 68" x 50". 
Image courtesy of the artist.

Artist Robert Singleton. Image courtesy of the artist.

Robert Singleton Dan Morro

Artist Statement
Dan Morro, Composer, Musician 

How do you transform an impression, a 
feeling, the mood of a painting into sound? 

How do you accompany the works of 
Robert Singleton? 

To me his paintings are like a timeless 
space that I can enter. 

A quiet place.
Simple things guide me ... a light ... 

a voice.. 
So, I record a vocal tone and then another. 

Maybe a guitar chord or the sound of 
a bell...

and they begin to sound in unison. 
They take me on a journey, a meditation. 

Listen to the humming...
These are the days of awakening... 

Composer and Musician Dan Morro. Image courtesy of the artist.
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This exhibit is sponsored by an Anonymous Friend, In Honor of Friend and Filmmaker 

Ray Schmitt, and his capacity to promote and inspire, and for the joy of light. 

Additional support comes from The Isabelle Gwynn and 

Robert Daine Exhibition Endowment.

This program is presented with financial assistance from 

the West Virginia Division of Culture and History, and the National Endowment for the Arts, 

with approval from the West Virginia Commission on the Arts.

Special thanks to Rob Riccardelli, Sr. and Times Square Lighting for their generous assistance.

HMA is fully accessible.  
West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial 
documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. 

Registration does not imply endorsement.
For more information, visit www.hmoa.org or call (304) 529-2701.

Robert Singleton, Fear No Evil, 2012. Oil on canvas; 60" x 60". Image courtesy of the artist.


